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TH E following Papers were drawn 
up by a Club of American, Mer- 
chants; ; at the Head of whom were Sir 
WILLIAM KEIT R, Governor of Pen- 
Hluania; the celebrated Mr. Jos nuA 
Gee, and many other eminent Perſons. 
They were printed and publiſhed in the 
Tear 1739, and are now re- printed and 
re- publiſned entire, that the World may 
ſee what were the Sentiments and Doc- 
trines, at that Time, of the greateſt 
Friends to America, and of thoſe who 
were beſt acquainted with the Rights 
and Commercial Intereſt of the Colonies; 
particularly with regard to the Eſtabliſh» 
ment of Stamp-Duties in America, by 
the Parliament of Great-Britain, and 
the Application of the Revenue ariſing 
therefrom ; in both which Reſpects, the 
Plan contained in theſe Papers agrees 
exactly 


iv To TRE READER. 
exactly with the Stamp-Act repealed 


during the laſt Seſſion of Parliament. 


By comparing theſe Papers, which were 
printed near thirty Years ago, with the 
Doctrines lately broached in America. 


and now publicly avowed here 'by Mi- 


niſters of State for the firſt Time, the 
Reader may be enabled to form ſome 
Judgment of the Merit or Demerit 
which thoſe who have ſupported or re- 
fiſted them have had to the King, the 
Parliament, and the People of  Great- 
Britain ; and it is therefore hoped, that 
the Publication of them cannot be thought 
improper at This e r 
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Some REMARK $ on the moſt. rational ang 
efefiugl Means that can be uſed in the 

. preſent Conjuncture for the future Security 
and Preſervation of the Trade of Great 
Britain, by protecting and advancing her 
Settlements an the n rarer of 
5 America, | TE 
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155 derable Advantages which of 
Erz late Vears have been made, eſpe- 
cially by France, on the Britiſh Com- 
merce every where, but more partieularly 
in the Weſt Indies, by Means of that Na- 
tion's having the Preference to furniſh 
the Spaniards with all they want in thoſe 
Parts, and conſequently to ingroſs an 
immoderate Share of that Wealth or 
Bullion which i is the Support of all Eu- 
ropean Trade, 1s a Matter of ſuch Con- 
ſequence, as calls for our immediate and 
moſt ſedate Deliberation; becauſe, un- | 
leſs we can either bring the Spaniſh Na- 
tion into ; that Freedom of Commerce 
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with us again, as has have formerly been 
- accuſtomed to, and would naturally chuſe, | 


or by ſome particular Induſtry ſecure to 


5 Ourſelves all thoſe Advantages which 
can be made in Trade, by carefully pro- 


tecting and encouraging our many exten- 


ſive and valuable Settlements in America, 
. will in all Appearance be impoſſible for 


Great Britain much longer to ſuſtain that 


Rank, which ſhe has now held for almoſt 


two Centuries amongſt her aper 


Neighbours. 


— 


With great Deference aud Sina 
therefore. to whatever the Councils of 
Great Britain may think fit in the preſent 
Juncture of Time to determine, with 
regard to Peace or War, it is humbly 
propoſed only, that ſome little Care ſhould 
be immediately taken to put our Colo- 


nies, eſpecially i in the Continent of Nerth 


America, in a proper Condition cither to 
defend themſelves. againſt any Attacks 
that can be made on them in War, or to 
protect and duly, encourage. their lawful 


Commerce in Time of fs | 


For this Purpoſe, if we e pleaſe to 


conſider firſt the Situation of the Britiſh, 


Colonies, 
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Colonies®, with reſpect to their Nieren 
America, and how the French have moſt 
indefatigably carried on their F riendſhip 

; and Correſpondence with the Natives all 

along bordering upon and behind our 

3 Settlements, from Ruebeck to the Mouth 

of the River Mififippi in the Gulf of 

1 Mexico ; ſo that our Indian Traders are 

3 continually obſtructed. from travelling 

3 Weſtward on the Lakes by a Multitude 

| of little Forts, erected at proper Diſ- 

tances, and filled with French Soldiers to 
protect their own, and interrupt: our 

N Commerce that Way; by which Means 

the vaſt and numerous Nations of In- 

* dians to the Weſtward are wholly de- 

prived from the Opportunity of dealing 

E | with the Engli) „ notwithſtanding that 

| we can afford all the Commodities they 
want at above 150 per Cent. cheaper than 
what they pay to our Rivals: And next, 
if we do but examine the vaſt Diſpro» 
portion of Numbers between Us and 
= Them, as well as the much greater Va- ; 

A riety of Commodities wherewith We 

I Toa Ts can 
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eean more readily ſupply that Trade, and 
the prodigious Spirit and Inclinatiom in 
our People to carry it on, nothing ſure- 
ly but infatuation can ſuffer us to delay 
one Moment in raiſing ſuch a ſihall 
Number of Regular Troops, to be con- 
ſtantly employed there, as would main- 
tain our unqueſtionable Right to the va- 
cant Lands on the Back of our own Set- 
tlements, encourage the Progreſs of our 
Plantations Weſtward, and thereby eaſily 
open to Ourſelves a free Correfpondence 
with thoſe vaſt and populous Nations of 
Frians, to whom, merely for lack of. 
the common Means of Acceſs to them, 
we are at preſent altogether Strangers. 
80 very important is the Nature of 
this Subject juſt now, that in cafe of a 
War, if our Settlements ſhould conti- 
nue in that weak and helpteſs Condition 
they are now, to lie expoſed to the In- 
' Jults and Attacks of the Enemy, with- 
out the Protection of any Kind of Forti- 
fications either before or behind them, 
and without the Aid of any other Troops 
but a looſe, diſorderly, and inſignificant 


Militia, Gurely we can expect 8 
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| elſe but ſuch Deſolation and Ruin, as the 


Induſtry of many Years to come will not 


IS able to repair. 


:.. Wherefore it is humbly RE ry that 
a ſmall Body of Regular Troops be im- 
mediately raiſed for that. Service on the 
North Continent of America, to be com- 


manded and diſpoſed of all along the 
Wedſtern Frontier of out Settlements 


there, by an experienced General Officer 
under the Crown, independent on the 


particular Orders of the reſpective Go- 


vernors, yet to be aſſiſted by them in 
Council on every emergent Occaſion: 
The Reſolutians from Time to Time, 


and whole Proceedings of which Gene- 
ral Council to be conſtantly tranſmitted 


and laid before the King in his Privy 
Council, as the dernier Reſort and ſu- 
preme Authority in all Affairs relating 
to the Plantations; ſome ſuch. Regulati- 
on as this, it is humbly conceived, would 
effectually prevent all or moſt of the 
Dangers and Loſſes, we have, as Matters 
now ſtand, but too juſt Cauſe to appre- 


hend, and at the ſame Time it would 


Sive ſuch Protection and Encouragement 
to 


[ 10 1 
to all manner of Ruſiqeft ĩ in the Planta- 
tions, as would greatly pleaſe the People 
Abroad, and likewiſe bring conſiderable 
Profit to the Merchant at Home; ſo that 
there is good Reaſon to expect the Bri- 
biſb Subjects in America, for whoſe im- 
mediate Advantage and particular Ser- 
vice this Scheme is chiefly deſigned, 
would on that Account chearfully com- 
ply with any moderate and eaſy Tax 
that could be laid on them for ſo good 
and neceſſary a Purpoſe; on Condition 
however that all the Money to be fo levied 
amongſt them ſhould be punttually and firift- 
hy applied to this Service, and no other : 
From all which we preſume to affirm, that 
if the Duty on Stamps was, by Act Par- 
liament, now eſtabliſhed in all the Britiſh 
Colonies, and that the Product of that Re- 
venue was, by the ſame Authority, ſtrictly 
_ appropriated to the Service of thoſe Plan- 
tations only, it would moſt certainly 
anſwer the propoſed End, for the En- 
couragement and Protection of Com- 
merce, and, thereby, the true Service 
and Honour of the Britiſb Nation; all 
which i is 1 humbly ſubmitted to the 
Conſideration 


1 11 : 
Confideratidn and Jadgitione" of our Su- 
ran e 

Much has been aid and wrote af you 
about the Decay of the Woollen Manu- 
factory; ; but, without entering into the 
particular and various Reaſons, how that 
Staple has ſuffered, and been reduced 
from the very flouriſhing Condition it 
was in a few Years ago, it will certain- 
ly be more prudent, and therefore eli- 
gible, to diſcover and encourage a new 
Vent for the Woollen Manufactory of 
Great Britain, than to ſtrain our Inven- 
tion otherways, by contending with thoſe 
Advantages, which our Rivals have ob- 
tained by ſuch Induſtry and Manage- 
ment, as we can neither interrupt nor 
prevent. 

Suppoſing. then, that by due Encou- 
ragement to the Colonies, eſpecially on 
the Continent of America, we ſhould 
proportionably increaſe a conſtant De- 
mand for our coarſe Woollens, which 
is allowed to be the Bulk of that Manu- 
facture, we ſhall thereby ſecure a cer- 

tain and profitable Vent for that valu- 
able Staple, independent of all Foreign 
| Nation 55 
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PROPOSAI 355 -fabliſhing by A "x 
Parliament the Duties upon Stampt 
Paper and Parchment in all the Britiſh 


” American Colonies. 


HE Gukilguous Situation of the 
Britiſh Colonies on the Coaſt of 


| the Northern Continent of America, is 


not only a very great Advantage to the 


Trade of Britain, but likewiſe has of 


late Vears produced ſuch an Increaſe of 
Inhabitants, as has rendered them vaſtly 


Superior in Strength of People, when 


compared either with the French or Spa- 
n:ſþ Settlements on the ſame Continent; - | 
ſo that under a wiſe and good Regula- 


tion of Government, Britain has little to 


fear from her Rivals in America, and may 


eaſily provide for the Safety and Protec- 


tion of her Dominions there without the 
rouble of frequent Equipments, or ex- 
rene Expeditions from Europe. ru 


2 i Bue 


n! 

But as the Policy of the Britiſh State 
has wiſely divided thoſe Settlements into 
many ſeparate Governments independent 
on one another, whereby they cannot be 
forced into any Union of Councils, or 
otherways deprived of that Liberty which 


is peculiar to the Subject of Great-Bri- 
tain, ſome other Method muſt be con- 


trived, in Caſe of any Breach with 
France or Spain, to raiſe a public Fund 


in America for the Maintenance and Sup- 


port of any Military Force, which may 
be found uſeful and neceſſary to be kept 


up in thoſe Parts, in order to preſerve 


the Ballance of Power, and protect the 


Trade of Britain. 

PFor this Purpoſe it is propoſed, that 
without obſtructing in the leaſt any 
Branch of Commerce, or affecting the 
Property of Lands in that Part of the 

Britiſh Dominions, the Duties on Stamps 

may be extended by Act of Parliament 


to all the Colonies, and the Produce ap- 


plied to anſwer the Expence of Land 
Forces and other Public and neceſſary 
Services in the American Plantations, to 
the great Eaſe of the gs State, and 


without 
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5 rica ſhall be different, and bear a remark- 


(is). IM 
without the Trouble of EE” to the 
| ſeveral Aſſemblies in ſo many Diſtin& 

and Independent Provinces, who never 
could be brought in voluntarily to raiſe 
ſuch a Fund by any general and equally 
proportioned Tax among themſelves. 
It is likewiſe. propoſed, that the ſeveral 
| Kinds of Stamps to be ſtruck for Ame- 


able Diſtinction from thoſe uſed in Great- 
Britain; and that there ſhall be one 
Commiſſioner added to the preſent Com- 
miſſion for the Stamp Office, who ſhall 
be a Member of that Board, and ac- 
countable to the ſame for all ſuch Quan- - a 
tities of Stamps as he ſhall call for and 4 
receive out of that Office for the Uſe of 
the Plantations, 128 1 
That the ſaid Commiſſioner for ed 
rica ſhall receive his Inſtructions from 
the Board at London, and be directed | 
forthwith to proceed to every one of the 
Colonies in America, and there to depute 
ſuch and ſo many Perſons in each Colo- 
ny, as he ſhall judge needful, to reſide 
at the moſt, convenient Places for the de- 
livering out all ſuch Stamps as the Peo- 
= | ples 
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ples Occaſions may require, and are cal- 


led for from Time to Time, he taking 


good: and ſufficient Security for the Fi- 
delity of the Officers ſo by him deputed, 
giving them at the Go Time Inſtruc- 
tions how and in what Manner the Mo- 


ney or Value of the Stamps ſo by them 


delivered out ſhall be returned to the 
Stamp Office at Lond:n, where all Ac- 
counts of that Revenue are to be regu- 
larly made up, and returned every 
Quarter, and the whole Management 


thereof ſubmiited to the Direction of 


[that Board from Time to- Time. 


That the- Commitſtioner tor n | 


ſhall have Power to ſettle the yearly Al- 
lowance or Salary to be given to the Of- 
ficers his Deputies and Clerks abroad, 


and he be allowed for his on Trouble 


and Expence, which will be very conſi- 


derable in travelling from Place to un. 


the Sum of r 


per Aunun. | Res 
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Re ASONS8, bez fired in Support of 
* the above Propoſal to extend the Daties 
on Stampt Paper and Parchment all over 
"the Britiſh Plantations.” 


The Author of the ben Propoſal 
diſclajms, all Views of depriving - the 
Britiſh Subjects in the Plantations, of any 
of thoſe Rights and Privileges which are 
derived to them as natural- born Subjects 
of Great-Britain; but on the other 
Hand, he cannot conſider that Part of 
his Majeſty's Subjects Abroad to be in- 
veſted with any Sort of Rights or Privi- 
leges, that are of a higher and more in- 
dependent Nature than what their Bre- 
thren of Great- Britain can claim at 
Home. For he conſiders all the Ameri- 
can Provinces as ſo many diſtin& Incor- 
porations, who, from the Accident of 
their diſtant Situation, are inveſted with 
various Privileges, eſſentially neceſſary to 
their Society in ſeparate independent 
| Governments. But he conceives that 
the Subjects there, are under no other 
ſupreme Legiſlature but that of Great- 


Britain; 


Anerica, as often as his Occaſions re- 


himſelf to be truly repreſented; becauſe 


or Commonwealth, moſt certainly in- 


minion, and ſo we find it to be under- 
ſtood by the Tenor of the famous Act of 


Acts relating to Commerce and r pub- 


diſtinguiſh between the Intereſt of the 
[Plantations and that of Great-Britarn, 
the Nature of Things, muſt always be 


Intereſt or Advantage of any one Colony 


reſt; it is quite from the Purpoſe, and 


preme Power. 
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„ 
Britain; inſomuch that every Subject in 
quire, has an indubitable Right to make 
his humble Application to a Britiſb Par- 
liament, where he virtually conceives 


the common Intereſt of the Britiſp State 


cludes the Subjects of America, equally 
with thoſe of every other Part of the Do- 


Navigation, as well as other reſtrictive 


lic Revenue. 
When People therefore pretend to 


K Bee 1 


they do not advert that theſe two, from 
the ſame, even ſo when the particular 
is placed in Oppoſition to that of all the 


cannot in that Light be ſuppoſed to me- 
rit the Conſideration of a legiſlative ſu- 


The 


„ 
The Groands of the preſent Warwith 


| Spain ſufficiently declare, that it is the 
Intereſt of the Britiſh State to maintain 


and defend her Settlements in America. 


And the Condition of many Branches of 
the public Revenue, as well as of the na- 
tional Trade, for ſome Time paſt, in 


like Manner demonſtrate, that to pro- 
mote the Intereſt of the Plantations in 
general, to extend their Settlements 
Weſtward, and protect their Trade with 


the Natives, is a very conſiderable pub ä 


lic Concern, worthy the Attention of 
the Legiſlature. And it being not only 
a received Maxim in Policy, but the pe- 
culiar Badge of a free Conſtitution, that 
every Member of a Commonwealth 


ought to bear his juſt Proportion of 


whatever public Taxes are necdful to be 


raiſed for ſupporting the Rank, or im- 


proving the Intereſt of the State, we may 
equitably conclude, that fince it is evi- 


dently become neceſſary for Britain to 


erect Forts, and maintain a reaſonable 


Number of Troops for the Defence of 


-her Dominions in America, the Subjects 
there will have no juſt Cauſe to com- 
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plalky if; for that particular Service, one 


7 the eaſieſt and leaſt burthenſome 
ge) Taxes, which the. Wiſdom of Parlia- 
ment has thought fit to impoſe on the 
Subjects of Grear-Britain at Home, be 
now extended to the Plantations in Ame- 


- 2 
3 
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| Some of the Advantages that would 


accrue to Britaing As well as to her Co- 


lonies, by ſuch, 


MAR of Parliament, 


are conceived to be as follows, viz. 


I. All the Colonies, but acti thoſe 


on the Continent, would immediately 
and moſt ſenſibly feel the warm Influ- 
ence of ſuch a $241 Buch and Support 
in carrying on their induſtrious Com- 
merce, and extending their Settle- 
ments, as they have nothygherto had 
any Experience of; and i it would be a 
mighty Encouragement for them to 
have annually the Occaſion of obſery- 
ing, that the Money raiſed amongſt 


themſelves for this Service, was ſtrict- 


ly accounted for to Parliament, and 


duly applied for their proper Benefit. 
II. It 


+8 


» 


. 
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u. It would put an entire Stop * art 


theſe Complaints and Diſputes daily 
ariſing between the People of the Co- 


| lonies and their reſpective Governors, 
- about raifing Forces, and etherwiſe 


complying with the Royal Inſtructi- 


ons, in Matters which are truly be- 
- yond their Capacities, and always con- 
tradictory to their ſelfiſh my narrow 


Diſpoſitions. 


III. It would gradually, with ks ; 


introduce amongſt them a more juſt 


and favourable Opinion of their De- 
pendeney on'a Britiſh Parliament, 
than what they generally have at pre- 
ſent; and as it would intitle them, 
on many Occaſions, to ſeek Redreſs 


in Parliament, it would keep the ſu- 


perior and arbitrary Officers amongſt 
thein in ſome Awe, and prevent a 
| Multitude of injurious, oppreſſive 


Practices, which would perhaps be 
thought too invidious to enumerate 


here. 
IV. The Expence of TE would be 


a very proper and eaſy Cheque to that 


immoderate Quantity of Paper Bills 


D ſtruck 


— Ay pe Ng 
+ 
— 


X * 7.7 id r * * 
a ' 1 5 * 
N. Sr eat . 
= 2 5 s F 0 y * N 


. 
* 3 
” * 

— Fas. Mk, 


* 


+ = Arch in many of the Colonies, 0 
5 a. ee n of fait Trade, 


v. it would: place the united Strength | 
of all the [Colonies together! into the 

Hands of the Crown, e without affect- 
„ ing tet conſtant: ae Inde- 
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Dou As, in hi W of America, written 
and publithed at Baton, in the Vear 1749» 258 
As vexatious Suits in Law are à great Nuiſa nce - 
E go” Countries, . and the Bake Ne Charges of 

urts, the greater is the Entouragetne nt to 
% ſuch Suits; thetefore there -ſhould' be a Stamp- 
<< Duty: upon all Wrizings, Hf: Inſtrumentsz uſed 


80 in Law A I) vi. tiino hag 10 n 
FT „ {tf 4 0 s 3 = » ww i'S 
. Vide Vol. I. p. 259. 
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